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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely Hied 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled lo a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country' or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United Slates. 

2. Claims 1-2, 8-12 and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Oh (US 6,471,386 B2). 

Re claims 1 and 1 1 : Oh discloses a method of adjusting a position of a reflector of a headlamp 
assembly and a headlamp adjuster for adjusting a position of a reflector of a headlamp assembly, 
said headlamp adjuster comprising: a housing (10 in fig. 2B); an expandable member (13) on the 
housing (10); an adjuster member (15) having a first end and a second end, said adjuster member 
being extendable and retractable, wherein said first end of said adjuster member (15) is 
engageable with the reflector of the headlamp assembly (10) and said second end of said adjuster 
member (15) is receivable in the expandable member (13), wherein said expandable member is 
configured to expand to accommodate retraction of the adjuster member. 
Re claims 2, 10, 12 and 18: Oh discloses the expandable member is a bellow comprising an 
accordion member. 

Re claims 9 and 17: Oh discloses that the headlamp adjuster is configured such that said second 
end of said adjuster member is engageable and pressable against an internal wall of said 
expandable member, thereby causing said expandable member to expand (col. 2, lines 34-46). 
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Re claims 8 and 16: Oh discloses snap fitting pin 15 as a snap ring which secures the bellow to 
the housing (col. 3, lines 37-40). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary' skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3-4 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Oh as 
applied to claims 1 and 1 1 above, and further in view of Asanuma et al. (US 5,927,071). 

Re claim 3-4 and 13: Oh does not disclose the bellow is comprised of rubber. Asanuma teaches a 
rubber bellow (col. 5, line 24). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to employ rubber as a material for Oh's bellow as Assauma taught 
because rubber is good material for absorbing the impact power from the automobile accident. 

5. Claims 7 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Oh as 
applied to claims 1 and 1 1 above, and further in view of Fox et al. (US 6,779,835 B2). 

Re claims 7 and 15; Oh does not disclose the limitation that the bellow is glued to the housing. 
Fox teaches the bellow (10 in Fig. 1 and Abstract) can be attached to the housing by glue. It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
attach Oh's bellow to the housing by using glue as Fox taught because glue is widely used for 
attaching an elastomeric material such as rubber bellow to any surface due to the fact the glue is 
conveniently available and easily usable. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 19-20 are allowed. 

7. Claims 5-6 and 14 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

8. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
With regard to claims 5-6 and 14, the prior art of record, Oh, does not disclose a headlamp 
adjuster, configured as claimed, wherein said housing and said bellow are molded together or 
molded over the bellows. With regard to claims 19-20, the prior art of record does not disclose a 
method of forming a headlamp adjuster comprising injecting material into a first mold cavity to 
form a housing of the headlamp adjuster; removing the housing from the first mold cavity; 
inserting the housing into a second mold cavity; injecting material into the second mold cavity to 
form an expandable member over a portion of the housing; and removing the housing and 
expandable member from the second mold cavity. Further, the prior art of record does not 
disclose a method of forming a headlamp adjuster comprising: injecting material into a first mold 
cavity to form an expandable member of the headlamp adjuster; removing the expandable 
member from the first mold cavity; inserting the expandable member into a second mold cavity; 
injecting material into the second mold cavity to form a housing of the headlamp adjuster over a 
portion of the expandable member; and removing the housing and expandable member from the 
second mold cavity. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Guiyoung Lee whose telephone number is 571-272-2374. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on 571-272-2378. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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